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Renewables

EnvirQnment and wildlife

“Wind isanabundant, clean, reliable, and low-cost source of electricity that we
must continue developing to help address the climate crisis”

- Union of Concerned Scientists’

Wind Power Saves

WATER

Wind energy does not require
water and has no impacts on
water quality?

Water Consumption
by Fuel Source

Traditional
Fuels

1,000 0
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per MW per MW

Wind turbines have a limited
footprint, leaving 98 percent of
the land undisturbed and available
for wildlife habitat, farming,
ranching, or recreation.*

Wind power reduces

POLLUTION

Wind helps avoid 334 million
metric tons of CO2 emissions
annually — equivalent to 73 million
cars’ worth of emissions®

Inreality, a typical wind turbine will repay its carbon footprint
in less than six months, and it will generate emission-free
electricity for the remainder of its 20 to 30 year lifespan.®

Wind power reduces air pollution,
including nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides,
and mercury, which harm both humans
and wildlife.®

Wind power requires no fuel extraction,
a leading source of habitat disruption.®
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Causes of Bird Mortality

Cats Lossetal. 2013

g 1.4B - 3.7B

1

[T 1

O

Buildings & Windows  Lossetal. 2014

365M - 988M

Vehicles & Roads Lossetal. 2014

The wind industry is responsible
7T for less than 0.01 percent of

Pesticides Mineau2004,2008

& human-caused bird fatalities’

K

X

{‘w
0

Communication Towers Longcore etal. 2012
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Lead Ingestion  Scheuhammer and Norris 1995, Kendall et al. 1996
Commercial Fishing  Manville 2005, Brothers et al. 2010
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“Audubon strongly supports wind energy that is sited and operated properly to avoid, minimize, and
mitigate effectively for the impacts on birds, other wildlife, and the places they need now and in the future.
To that end, we support the development of wind energy to achieve 100% clean electricity.”8
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